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1. Nominator’s Statement 

Scholarly publications have been considered as one of innovative approaches for expanding special libraries’ 
capabilities. It is being experimented and adopted by various types of libraries around the world. The Ocean Science 
Library (OSL)’s efforts in developing and distributing ocean knowledge contents can be seen as an exemplary case of 
public outreach activities through scholarly publication. The close cooperation between subject librarians and 
scientists in the field of ocean science and technology has successfully created a synergy in educating and raising 
awareness among young students and the general public. Hence, OSL’s scholarly publication activities are in 
accordance with SPIRL’s objectives to recognize innovation cases in research libraries. The “POSEIDON Project” 
will offer guidelines to an effective scholarly publication service by introducing and sharing success of OSL. 

2. Published Mission Statement of Nominated Institution 

1) Operation of an outstanding special library in the field of ocean science and technology 
2) Development of a knowledge information system for ocean science and technology and expansion of online 

portal services 
3) Development and distribution of ocean knowledge contents for globalization and popularization of ocean 

science 
4) Permanent preservation and recording management system for national oceanographic knowledge 

 

3. Narrative Description 

3.1 Introduction of POSEIDON 

In twenty-first century, special libraries are taking creative roles apart from traditional information services. 
Especially, production and distribution of information contents are becoming the key agenda of innovation. Hence, 
OSL has been running the “POSEIDON Project” under the slogan of “Capacity Building through Scholarly 
publication” to fulfill the needs of the times. The ocean is gaining attention as it is closely related to the climate and 
environmental changes. OSL aims to promote the importance of the ocean and ocean science technology through the 
metaphor of ocean-related natural disasters as Poseidon’s rage in the Greek myth. 

3.2 Publication of academic journal: leading the international academic 
communication in the field of ocean science 

An academic communication takes place through a presentation and sharing of research outcomes. The main agents 
of the academic communication are authors, publishers, academic societies, universities, research institutions, libraries, 
and users. The key medium for this communication is an academic journal. Traditionally, academic societies and 
publishing companies published academic journals to support authors to distribute and gain recognition on their 
research outcomes, whereas libraries collected, organized, distributed, and preserved academic journals to stimulate 
information sharing and reproduction. 



However, the academic communication underwent a dramatic change due to rapidly 
developing internet services and information technology in twenty-first century. These 
changes enabled libraries to independently produce and even distribute scholarly 
publications, which dramatically reduced cost and time to deliver quality information to 
the audience. In addition, this could address problems such as costly subscription and 
access difficulties to original texts caused by monopolization of copyrights by large 
commercial publishers.  

 OSL recognized this paradigm shift in the academic communication and worked 
together with South Korea’s ocean-related organizations such as the Korea Institute of 
Ocean Science and Technology (KIOST) and the Korean Society of Oceanography 
(KSO) to publish the Ocean Science Journal (OSJ) since 2006 <Figure 1>. 

Subject librarians of OSL actively participated in the preparation of OSJ from 
deciding its basic editorial format to the review process for submitted papers. Also, OSL entered into a strategic 
partnership with the Springer to make OSJ as one of the top oceanographic academic journals in Northeast Asia. 

3.3 Development and distribution of ocean knowledge contents: popularization of 
ocean science through publications 

The general public’s support is essential for the development of ocean science and technology. OSL has been 
developing and distributing ocean knowledge contents for the popularization of ocean science. The project for ocean 
education textbook entrusted by the Ministry of Land, Transport, and Maritime Affairs was the beginning of OSL’s 
endeavor in knowledge content development. Since then, OSL has published the Let’s be Friends with the Ocean 
series along with digital contents for junior/senior high school teachers in South Korea (accessible via 
http://library.kiost.ac). OSL’s subject librarians also analyzed and customized ocean literacy programs and educational 
materials in advanced maritime nations such as the United States, Japan, the United Kingdom, and Australia to create 
the best ocean literacy curriculum.  

Through these processes, the Dreaming Ocean Book series was published. This series was Korea’s first ocean 
education book series, which contained ocean science contents to remind the importance of the ocean. OSL was in 
charge of the whole project. The Director of OSL also participated as an author of The History of Naval Battles, which 
moved the World. He is also preparing for new books such as The History of Dokdo, and Jang Bogo: the King of Sea. 
The Dreaming Ocean Book series targets youths (fifth grade and above) and aims to publish more than 100 books, 
which will introduce R&D accomplishments in the field of ocean science. As of November 2013, OSL has published 
25 books within the series.  

Photographs taken during field works can convey meaningful messages. The Seeing the Ocean through Science 
series was created to share the beauty, dynamism, and mystique of the ocean through professional photographs with 
explanations. Books are filled with photos and illustrations to stimulate curiosity among young generations. The first 
book, Tropic Ocean: the Treasure Chest of Future Resources was nominated as the “2013 Science Book of 
Excellence” while the second book, Korea’s Ocean Creatures in Ulleungdo and Dokdo, was chosen as the “Youth 
Book of the Year 2013” by the Korean Publishers Association. Lastly, the third book, The Natural Energy Created by 
the Ocean, was chosen as the “2013 Cultural Book of Excellence” by the Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism. In 
other words, all three books published so far were recognized as outstanding books and upcoming books in the series 
are gaining great anticipations. 

Although countless books on science technology are published each year, it is hard to find books dedicated to ocean 
science and technology. The series of the Ocean Science Collection was only possible by researchers at KIOST. The 
series was first published in 1990 in accordance with the decision by the Publication Committee to offer books about 
the ocean to the general public. So far 9 books were published and gained attention and popularity among adults and 
college students. In 2005, a decision to publish revised editions was adopted and 10 more books will be added to the 
series in the future. 

Figure 1. Ocean Science Journal 



3.4 Outreach activities for ocean science culture: the Science Mecenat Program 

 OSL also operates the “Science Mecenat Program”, which utilizes self-produced ocean knowledge contents (Figure 
2). The term “Mecenat” was derived from Gaius Clinius Maecenas, a Roman politician, who fully supported culture 
artists. In 1967, Business Committee for Arts (BCA) in America first used the term along with its inauguration. In 
present day, mecenat means various sponsor activities for and by businessmen. OSL picked up this term and applied 
to science-related activities. The “Ocean science book donation campaign”, “Special lectures by ocean scientists”, as 
well as “Ocean Science Classroom programs” (Figure 3) are all part of OSL’s Science Mecenat Program. 

 

Figure 2. Concept of Science Mecenat Program 



 

Figure 3. Diagram of Ocean Science Classroom Program 

4. Principal Player with Brief Biographical Statements 

Dr. Jong-Yup Han Director of the Ocean Science Library, KIOST  

Dr. Han graduated with M.A. in Library and Information Science from the Chung-Ang University in Seoul and 
received Ph.D. in Information Science from the same institution. Since 1999, he has worked at the Ocean Science 
Library (OSL) under the Korea Institute of Ocean Science and Technology (KIOST) in Ansan. From 2003, he was the 
standing committee member of The International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) and the 
vice president of the Korean Society for Information Management. He is also the Director of FAO/ASFA Korea 
Center, which plays a critical role in managing and distributing oceanographic bibliography. Dr. Han’s leadership 
allowed OSL to grow as a top national library in Korea through publication of academic journals and cultural books to 
stimulate academic interaction and to raise public awareness in the field of ocean science and technology. His main 
research interest includes development and distribution of knowledge contents through the “Science Mecenat” and the 
“POSEIDON” programs. 

5. Related Links and Photos 



 

Figure 4. OSL’s self-produced knowledge contents 

 

Figure 5. Ocean Science Journal  



  

Figure 6. Promotion Campaigns for OSJ at International Conferences 

 Figure 7. Ocean Science Classroom in Qingdao, China 


